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1 . This is the initial office action based on the application filed on June 5, 
2003. Claims 1-24 are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefore, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 1 is non statutory.The claimed system is constructed of software program 
instructions. Thus, the claimed system comprising of generic application interface for 
communicating with network processors is considered as software program containing 
machine-executable instructions, per se (and not associated with any physical 
structure). See MPEP 2106.01 - 1: "...computer programs claimed as computer listings 
per se, i.e., the descriptions or expressions of the programs, are not physical "things." 
They are neither computer components nor statutory processes, as they are not "acts" 
being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define any structural and 
functional interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements 
of a computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized... ". Also 
it appears that no useful and tangible result is achieved from this communication. 
Therefore dependent claims 2-6 are also affected by these claims rejection. 
Appropriate change is required. 
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Claim 7 is not limited to statutory embodiments. In view of Applicant's disclosure, 
specification (see page 37, lines 1-5), the medium is not limited to physical articles or 
objects embodiments, instead being defined as including both physical articles or 
objects embodiments (e.g., CDs and DVDs) and non physical embodiments (e.g., data 
signals embodied in a carrier wave). The non physical embodiments are a form of 
energy. Energy does not fall into a statutory category of invention and therefore the 
claim is not statutory. 

To overcome this type of 101 rejection the claim need to be amended to include only 
the word stored or to use the word storage of the embodiment. Therefore dependent 
claims 8-12 are also affected by these claims rejection. 
Appropriate change is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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4: Claims 1-7 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Dubrovskv et al. (US 7051101). 

Claims 1, 7 and 13: Dubrovskv discloses a system, method and software program for 
managing at least one table for a plurality of heterogeneous network processors in a 
network, the network also including at least one host processor utilizing at least table 
management application, the system comprising : 

a. A plurality of generic application program interfaces (APIs) (fig. 3/300-2 col. 
12, lines 42-67) communicating with the at least one table management application 
(fig. 3/300-1, col. 12, lines 42-67) and the plurality of heterogeneous network 
processors (fig. 3/320-1 -2), the plurality of generic APIs for communicating with the at 
least one table management application in the at least one host processor in a network 
processor independent manner, the plurality of generic APIs managing the plurality of 
tables (fig. 3/310) for the plurality of heterogeneous network processors in a network 
processor specific manner; wherein 

b. The plurality of generic APIs allow the at least one table management 
application to be network processor independent and to manage the plurality of tables 
(col. 14, lines 10-25) for the plurality of heterogeneous network processors in the 
network processor specific manner (fig. 3, col. 12, lines 42-67). 

Claims 2, 8 and 14: Dubrovskv further discloses that the plurality of generic APIs are 
used by the at least one table management application to govern at least one property < 
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of the table and at least one record for the at least one table (fig. 3 and 4, col. 13 lines 
48-67; col. 15 lines 20-45). 

Claims 5, 1 1 and 17: Dubrovskv further discloses that at least one property of the table 
further 

includes whether the table is linked to at least a second table (col. 14, lines 32-39). 

Claims 6, 12 and 18: Dubrovskv further discloses that a portion plurality of generic 
APIs are to 

determine whether to add a second record, delete the record, purge the record, 
and/or age the record (fig. 3 and 4 col. 13, lines 48-67; col. 14 lines 8-30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

6. Claims 3-4, 9-10 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Dubrovskv et al. (US 7051101) in view of Evans et al (US 
20020171546). 
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Claims 3-4, 9-10 and 15-16: Dubrosvskv discloses a property of the tables as in claim 
2 above, but he does not explicitly disclose a state of the tables and wherein a portion 
of a plurality of APIs is utilized to set the state of the table such as enabled state, 
disabled state and locked state. However, in the same field of endeavor Evens 
discloses in an environmental security threat such as connection from a network a list 
of security actions in response to input signals that may correspond to notification of a 
network authority. These actions correspond to states that may include lock state, 
enable state and disable state or any combination of states associated with a rule state 
editor to provide security access within a network system (paragraph 36, 38 and 40). It 
would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Dubrosvskv's invention with Evens's invention in order to provide 
robust security actions (states) in response to an input signal related to security events 
such as accessing a database table. One would have been motivated to create and 
combine states properties such as enabled state, disabled state and locked state in 
order to detect security attacks and select the ideal means for response to such 
attacks.Therefore to improve the system security within the network environment. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Lavallee et al (7003527) discloses methods and apparatus for managing devices 
within storage area networks. 



examiner should be directed to Exr. Abdou Seye whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1062. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, contact the 
examiner's supervisor, William Thomson at (571) 272-3718. The fax phone 
number for formal or official faxes to Technology Center 3600 is (571) 273-8300. 
Draft or informal faxes, which will not be entered in the application, may be 
submitted directly to the examiner at (571) 273-6722. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3600. />/ / 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 




AKS 

December 18,2006 



William Thomson 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 



